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7th Seminar on Best Practices for Urban  
Tree Management 

The Challenges of Urban Forestry in Hong Kong 
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Hong Kong is  
a densely populated and compact city 
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Photo: DEVB GLTMS 
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Photo: DEVB GLTMS 
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HK Statistics 

104.4 km2 789 km2 1,572 km2 

Paris London New York Hong Kong 

Land Mass 

Population 

No. of Urban Trees 

220.8 km2  

(20%) 
(1,104 km2) 

2,000,000 urban trees 

 7.188 M (2013) 2.244 M (2010) 

592,130 trees  

8.490 M (2014) 

155,500 trees 

8.630 M (2015) 

478,000 trees 
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7 

Photos: DEVB TMO 
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Photos: DEVB TMO 
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Different Life Stages  
to Senescence Life-Stage 
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Before and After 

Photo: DEVB 
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Photo: DEVB 
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Photo: DEVB GLTMS Photo: DEVB GLTMS 
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Photos: DEVB GLTMS Photos: DEVB 
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TMO 
Risk Management 

Graphics not to scale 
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Photo: CEDD 

Photos: DEVB 

GLTMS 

RIGHT PLACE  
AND THE  
RIGHT TREE 

RIGHT TREE  
FOR THE  
RIGHT PLACE 

Eating place 

Sense of intimacy 

Place for playing music 

Contemplative resting place 

Spaces for activities 

Proximity to building/ structure 

Space for crown 

Proper soil 

Away from excavation trench 

Design objectives 

Traffic sightline 

Appropriate life cycle 

Ecological value 

Sense of place 

Gathering place 

Sense of connectedness 

Creative expression 

Relaxing place 

Spatial tree pit 

Understand the tree current conditions 

Structural trunk 

Protected roots 

Cultural activities 

Reading place 

Vitality 
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From  
Thematic Planting of 

Single Flowering 
Trees  

To  
Holistic Approach to 
Thematic Landscape 

GLO 
QUANTITY QUALITY GMP HOLISTIC 

APPROACH 

Since 2010, 
around 40 million plants 

with ~4 million trees 

  From                   
Quantity 

 To 
Quality 

 
Support CEDD on the 

Greening Master Plans  
(GMPs) 
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PECOS 
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Thank You 

Photo: DEVB TMO 
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